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Scrub or Little Wattlebird
Identification:

The  Little Wattlebird is a medium to large 
honeyeater, but is the smallest of the wattlebirds.

Little Wattlebirds are largely nectar-eating birds. 
The general appearance of their plumage is dark 
grey-brown, with prominent white streaking, 
which is most obvious in the spines on the cheeks 
and chest. The back is darker overall than the 
front, where the streaking is boldest on belly and 
vent. The flight feathers have olive-green leading 
edges. The undertail coverts are barred. The grey 
tail is very long, with feathers that have different, 
tapered lengths, each having a white end. Little 
Wattlebirds do not have wattles. The irises are 
blueish-grey, the long, curved bill is dark-grey, 
while the legs and feet are grey. 

Young Little Wattlebirds resemble the adults, 
but are duller, have less streaking and a have a 
browner eye.

Little Wattlebirds are endemic to Australia. They 
live in a narrow coastal margin along the South 
and East coast of Australia, from about Adelaide, 
SA, to Gladstone, QLD. 

Little Wattlebirds are usually found in coastal 
woodland, heath or low scrub, with a strong 
preference for banksias. They adapt to the 
presence of humans quite well and will also enter 
urban parks and gardens.

Social behaviour: Territorial/ communal 

Mobility: Dispersive 

Elementary unit: Pair/flock 

This was taken in our back garden, the wattlebird visits very 
regularly  and often there are two at the same time.

The shrub is Excelsior cross endlicheriana so named by the 
grower whom we bought it from..

– Joy Buck
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                   Scrub or Little Wattlebird     – continued
Little Wattlebirds are territorial, but can feed in areas with flowering trees in large numbers.
Size range: 26 cm to 30 cm
Similar Species: Red Wattlebird & Yellow Wattlebird
Distribution: Little Wattlebirds are found throughout south-eastern and south-western Australia 
and Tasmania.
Habitat: Little Wattlebirds prefer the drier and often scrubby, habitats, such as banksia heaths, 
forests, woodlands and urban parks and gardens.
Feeding and Diet: As with other honeyeaters, Little Wattlebirds feed on nectar, which is obtained 
using a long, brush-tipped tongue, specially adapted to probing deep into flowers. Other food 
includes insects, flowers, berries and some seeds. Most feeding is done while perched, but some 
insects are caught in mid-air. Birds may feed alone or in small to large groups.
Mating and reproduction: If conditions are suitable as many as three broods may be raised in a 
year. The female Little Wattlebird normally constructs the nest, which is a large cup of twigs and 
grass, lined with soft materials, such as feathers and wool. The nest may be placed in a range of 
places from the ground up to about 15m. The female also incubates the eggs alone. Both sexes 
care for the young chicks.
Breeding Season: August to December most active, but can breed year round.

Information resourced from Google

TIPS AND TRICKS
Sometimes it can be hard to get a plant out of a pot or forestry tube, especially if the roots have 
grown to fill the pot.

Here is  a trick that can help. First thoroughly wet the pot ortube by soaking it in a bucket of 
water.

This gives a lot of extra weight to the contents of the pot and softens the potting mix. Then firmly 
squeeze the sides of the pot to loosen the root ball.

Finally give the top of the pot a quick downwards tap. The plant should slide out easily.

Never try to pull the plant out of the pot. You will likely finish with nice foliage but no roots! 

Reproduced from Kunzea newsletter of August

DIARY DATES 2016
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 8:                     TIME 7.30PM  General Meeting with   
              speaker Jill Burness on          
          “Master Plan for Future of  
          Cranbourne  Gardens”
NOVEMBER: ?                                       TIME ????    Sunvalley Nursery -    
          grafting demonstration to  
          be arranged.
DECEMBER 13:                           TIME: 6.30PM  Xmas Breakup to be held  
      for 7.00PM   at Pine Grove Lodge   
          Stony Creek Road, Upper  
          Beaconsfield. Pay for your  
          own dinner and drinks.
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Thank you to Cardinya View Nursery 
for bringing along a selection of tubestock for 

members to purchase.

Indigenous plants at Jan Penpraze’s property
After heavy rain and real doubts about doing this visit, seven people braved the weather and 

took a chance visiting Jan’s 24 acre property at Narre Warren East. The property abuts Cardinia 
Creek Reservoir and has been in the Penpraze family for 70 years.

The area we explored is only slashed once per year and not been grazed. This gives orchids 
and other small plants lots of opportunity to flourish. In flower we found Milkmaids, Lady Finger 
Orchids, Beard Orchids, Spider Orchids, Mosquito Orchids and a tiny green Orchid we couldn’t 
identify. Colonies of Greenhood Orchids had just finished flowering. 

Hundreds of Thelymitra spikes and other buds were waiting for better weather, with sun, to bloom. 
The orchid flowers start with Greenhoods in winter and continue through spring. It was wonderful 
to see a property that had allowed indigenous plant areas to flourish.

– Wendy Smart
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Thank you to Facey’s Wholesale Nursery 
for their ongoing support in 

donating plants towards our raffle

Family: Myrtaceae
Distribution: In the wild of sandy or gravelly 
soils in south Western Australia. Also grown in 
sandy soils in Victoria.
Common Name: Claw featherflower.
Derivation of Name: Verticordia . . . 
meaning “turns the heart”, presumably the 
effect on botanist de Candolle who named the 
genus grandiflora . . . From Lantin, grandis, 
great or large and florus, to bloom or to flower, 
referring to the large size of the flowers.
Conservation Status: Not considered to be 
at risk in the wild.
General Description: Verticordia is a genus 
of very showy Australian plants, a number of 
which are well know in the cut flower trade. 
The vast majority are confined to Western 
Australia with two or three occurring in other 
states. The genus has undergone botanical 
revision in recent years and 99 species are now 
recognised. The popularity of some species for 
floral arrangements has resulted in overpicking 
from the wild and research into farming of 
selected forms is being undertaken. The plants 
are commonly referred to as “morrisons” or 
“feather flowers”, due to the fringed calyx 
lobes.

Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Safe and Happy New Year.

Next Newsletter will be February 2017 so if you have 
articles and photos of what you did over Chrstmas 

please send them in.

Verticorda grandiflora

Christmas Breakup will be held at the Pine Lodge Restaurant, Steeles Creek Road, Upper 
Beaconsfield. 6.30pm for 7.00pm. Dinner and drinks will be at your expense. Please let Wendy 
Smart our Secretary know if you will be attending. Phone: 9707 5275 or 
email: APS Secretary secretary@apswilsonparkberwick.org.au


